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     Thank you so much!
Hanawalt PTA would like to give a HUGE THANKS to everyone who made 
Movie Night, the Scholastic Book Fair and the Silent Auction on Friday, January 27th 
such a success!
Movie Night – Thanks to Carrie Naumann and Sarah Lohmeier for organizing 
another incredible family movie night at Hanawalt! Many thanks to our awesome 
volunteers, who helped with everything from making popcorn, to selling pizza & 
candy, to monitoring the halls and gym, to selling spirit wear, to cleaning up after the 
event: Janae & Mike Bell, Holly Christensen, Jane & Rich Clark, Ryan Clutter and 
Vicki Seghal, Steph & Joel Clutts, Amy Dagitz & family, Kendra Erkamaa, Justin & 
Andi Franks, Steve Johnson, Annique Kiel & family, Eric Lohmeier & Hanawalt alum 
Maddy Lohmeier, Stephanie Masumura, Jacob Naumann & Hanawalt alum Ellie 
Naumann, Hanawalt alum John Puri, Hanawalt alums Madison & Kaylee Reininga, 
Kevin Riesburg, LeAnn Thongvanh, Ruth White, Sarah & Zac Voss. And a HUGE 
thanks to Principal Kelly Schofield and the Hanawalt staff who gave up their Friday 
evening to help supervise the event: Meredith Bell, Kelly Carpenter, Kerry Esch, 
Sarah Grady, Melissa Linebaugh, Judi Mireles & Eric Lovell.
Scholastic Book Fair – Thanks to Melissa Stalvey for organizing another 
stellar book fair! Many thanks to the incredible set-up team: Anne Cook, Jill 
Delancey, Vicki Sehgal, Samantha Thorpe, Andi Franks. And the incredible sales 
team: Rachel Boon, Alyson Finley, Jennifer Garland, Jessi Goodsell, Julie Hahn, Sarah 
McCoy, Heather Puri, Jenny Sammon, Megan Tempero. And to the incredible tear-
down team: Amy Dagitz, Tony DeLancey, Steve Johnson, Shannon Musgrave, Jenny 
Sammon, Megan Tempero.
Silent Auction – Thanks to McB McManus, Kate Byus, Jill DeLancey, Kate 
Mead and Rose Green for organizing an awesome silent auction with lots of great 
teacher and family experience items! Many thanks to volunteers LeAnn Thongvanh, 
Ruth White & Wendy Van Haaften and to the dynamic duo check-out team of 
Danielle Roecker and Daneal Johnson.
Additional KUDOS – to Erica Holland, for arranging for the incredible 
portrait artists, and Kelsey Byus, for providing adult- and kid-sized spirit wear with 
his awesome Hanawalt logo!

 ★ February 2017

Coins for Creativity are being collected every 
Friday in February to raise money for ADITA! The 
top classroom will receive a special prize!
 
All are welcome to attend the next PTA 
meeting on Tuesday, February 21, at 6:30pm 
in the Hanawalt art room. A member of the 
DMPS-Community Legislative Action Team will 
be there to discuss how current legislative actions 
will affect our schools and how parents and 
community members can actively advocate for 
policies that increase student success. We hope  
to see you there!
 
Save the Date! Hanawalt’s Parents’ Night Out 
will take place on Friday, April 7, at Waveland Golf 
Course Clubhouse. More details to come soon!
 
DMPS-Community Legislative Action Team
      Day on the Hill
      Thursday, February 9, 2017
      9:00 AM - 1:00 PM
Join other parents and advocates to share your 
voice for issues important to our children and 
our schools.Start the day at East High School to 
learn the basics of advocacy and then head to the 
Capitol to talk to legislators.
★ Click on link on Hanawalt PTA’s Facebook page 
or www.hanawaltcommunity.com website to 
Pre-register for the event. It is Free to Attend and 
All are Welcome!
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ThAnk you voLunTeerS, PArenTS, PArTiCiPAnTS
@hAnAwALT Movie nighT, book fAir, SiLenT AuCTion & PorTrAiT STuDio! 

Another Great Book Fair!
The 2017 Movie Night Book Fair 
was a huge success! Thanks to all of 
our volunteers, we sold over $3,000 
in books. Hanawalt will receive 
$2,063.80 in Scholastic Dollars from 
this fair. In total, for the 2016/2017 
school year Hanawalt has received 
$3,837.10 in Scholastic Dollars!  
Hanawalt sponsors 3 book fairs each 
year: one at the block party, one 
during movie night, and the last one, 
a BOGO fair, is held during Bloom 
Camp relays. Our school is able to 
earn Scholastic Dollars from the first 
2 fairs. The BOGO fair does not earn 
Scholastic Dollars, but it does allow 
the students to receive a free book to 
read over the summer. Each year the 
PTA donates these Scholastic Dollars 
to the library, teacher classrooms, 
and students in need. Thank you 
so much for supporting the book 
fairs ~ they really do help encourage 
Hanawalt students become  
lifelong readers!

A Great Big Thank you! A great big thank you:) to all of you who helped at 
movie night! It just would not have been as fun without you! :) Thank you to 
our hall monitors, our popcorn poppers, candy queens, decorating crew, meal 
servers, Justin/Jacob for emcee and technology, Andi our raffle greeter/cheer-
leader. Thank you Jill and Kerry for donating decorations. Thank you Phay 
for always being kind and hauling all our gear, tables, and popcorn machine 
up-stairs for us. Thank you Zac for running to buy more water, and helping 
with popcorn. Thanks to our staff for looking out for our Hanawalt friends that 
need a hand. Thank you Erica for the fun portrait studio. Cheers to the auction 
committee, t-shirt sales and the book fair peeps. Thanks to the middle & high 
schoolers that volunteered. Thanks to those of you who helped with set up and 
tear down, and clean up! It was a really fun night, you are all appreciated:) 
Thank you!  
                — Carrie Naumann & Sarah Lohmeier
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Hanawalt students, 
families & staff had 
a great day time at 
Movie Night!

Thanks to our amazing Hanawalt 
family, we were able to raise 
over $6,000 through the silent 
auction, and the sales of spirit 
wear, pizza, popcorn, and candy! 
These funds go to support the 
PTA’s programs.



Martin Luther King Jr.

All Things Cultural 
January 16th was Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Service. How did you sow 

seeds of peace and serve others on MLK day? Maybe the ice storm changed your plans! 

Remember it’s always a good day to do good deeds and help our friends, teachers and 

neighbors! Thanks to the Hanawalt staff for all the great, thought-provoking activities 

they did with our students. It is a special day for us to pause and celebrate what a 

difference this one man made in the lives of African Americans and the deep impact he 

had on our country as a whole.

In February we recognize African American History Month, inspired by Dr. 

Carter G. Woodson, an African American historian and educator, who sought to choose 

one week in February to honor African American leaders who were instrumental in 

the civil rights movement.  He chose this time because it falls around the birthdays of 

two men who greatly influenced the African American population - Abraham Lincoln 

and Frederick Douglass. Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially designated the 

month of February as African American History Month. Other countries around the 

world, including Canada and the United Kingdom, also devote a month to celebrating 

black history. It is a special time for us to learn about and remember the many African 

Americans who have contributed so much throughout our history. Visit www.

africanamericanhistorymonth.org for more interesting information and activities.

Gung Hay Fat Choy! Happy Chinese New Year! Did you know that in the 

Chinese calendar, each year is named for an animal? 2017 is the year of the Rooster, 

beginning January 28th. Chinese New Year is the most important of the Chinese 

holidays, and is a time of feasting with the family, celebration, fireworks and gift-giving. 

It is a 15-day holiday, beginning on the first day of a new moon and ending with the full 

moon on the day of the Lantern Festival. It is believed that a person’s personality and 

character are determined by the animal of the year in which he or she was born. Can you 

find out what animal you are?

     You could make Chinese paper lanterns, Lion Dance masks or Chinese Dragons – all 

things that feature highly in the New Year celebrations and hold great symbolism in Chi-

nese culture; take a visit to the Robert D. Ray Asian Gardens on the riverfront downtown, 

or try some yummy Chinese food. Check out www.chinese-family-adventure.com for 

more info and great ideas!

Take a walk on the Wild Side, and don’t even leave the neighborhood! We are so 

blessed to have the Des Moines Arts Center right on our doorstep. The permanent collec-

tion contains paintings, drawings and sculptures from important artists from ALL over 

the world! Check out their new exhibition, Wild Side, that showcases pieces that respond 

to nature and animals, humans and human behavior. This includes works by celebrated 

Japanese, Belgian, Irish, German and Dutch artists among others.  

www.desmoinesartscenter.org  

Dr. Carter G. Woodson

2017 year of the Rooster
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Iowa International Center Hosting Opportunities: Have you 
always wanted to meet people from other countries, but 
haven’t had the chance to travel? Here is your opportunity! 
Become a citizen diplomat by volunteering to welcome and 
host international visitors into your home! 
www.iowainternationalcenter.org

2017Spanish Club Update
!Hace frío! It’s cold! Our Spanish Club estudiantes are continuing to have fun learning useful language in 

class this semester, including talking about weather and clothing. There are so many ways to practically 

apply the learning going on in class…maybe ask your student to describe their outfit or the weather in 

Spanish?

   * With the winter weather upon us, it’s a good opportunity to review our winter weather protocol. If 

school is cancelled or let out early there will be NO Spanish Club. Late cancellations due to inclement 

weather will be communicated directly to parents and administration via email.

   * Registration is ongoing! Spaces are still available and you may join at any time! This semester, TLP are 

offering an incentive for referrals. If you refer a friend (and they enroll) you will qualify to receive a $25 re-

ferral credit to your account (for Spanish club tuition). Contact Emily at centraliowa@languageprojectkids.

com or chat to Sarah Voss for any questions relating to Spanish Club!

Introducing ...Profesora Raquel,  
the new level 3 Musketeers Spanish Club teacher!
!Hola, Hanawalt! My name is Raquel Pinto Álvarez and I am from Spain. I studied Economics at the 

Universidad Autónoma de Madrid, and after my graduation I married my wonderful husband Luis, and I 

worked in several private companies. Then I decided to obtain my PhD degree in Economic Science. I also 

became qualified to teach Spanish as a foreign language, and have enjoyed teaching preschool, elementary 

and high school students.

     In March 2016 I arrived in Des Moines and I feel very fortunate to have received the opportunity to live 

in such an amazing country with such friendly and kind people.  I feel like I have my second home here!

     I am looking forward to my teaching at Hanawalt because I thoroughly enjoy teaching and interacting 

with students. Additionally, teaching languages makes certain you will always learn something new, no 

matter if it is your mother tongue!

     I believe that bilingualism is a quite important skill for the future of the children, and Spanish language 

is one of the most commonly spoken ones all over the world, and one which has a significant influence in 

the USA’s population and business environment. I enjoy cooking, walking, swimming and jogging. I look 

forward to meeting you!

ESL classes at Deer Ridge Apartment Complex and other 
locations: Accessible ESL classes and Family Literacy Programs 
are provided in many locations around the metro, including 
Deer Ridge Apartments, Zion Lutheran Church, Lutheran 
Services of Iowa (childcare available) and at Hiatt, Meredith, 
and Weeks Middle Schools. Contact :
jconlin@iowainternationalcenter.org for more info.
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kiDSTriDerS
The KidStriders athletic program is paused until 
warmer weather after Spring Break. New recess 
schedules, cold winter days and gym availability 
factor in this decision. Grades 3-5 may continue to 
run on Tuesday and Thursday mornings at 7:30am.  
Active kids are happy kids. So in the meantime,
students can log ten miles at home with you during 
the academic year. Drop a signed note in the PTA 
mailbox or email Erica.abellholland@gmail.com 
with home mileage results. Details:  
Erica Holland (515) 289-6263 or  
Zac Voss (515) 202-2700. 

 

CALLing ALL 5th 
grADe PArenTS!
5th Grade Celebration/ May 26, 2017
The 5th grade celebration committee is in need of 
pictures of your 5th grade students! If you could 
provide any details on the photos—students in-
cluded, year, event—anything you can remember it 
would be much appreciated!  Send them to  
Chisty Antoniou at cantoniou8@gmail.com.

is seeking host families for exchange  
students next academic year!

Would your family, or someone you know, consider 
hosting a high school foreign exchange student for 
the 2017/2018 school year? You get to choose the 
student you want to host, as well as the country the 
student comes from. If you’re interested or have 
questions, please email Sarah Voss – sarah@vossintl.
com
 

March is Reading 
Madness Month!
Junior Great Books 
program begins - 
before school 
(Grades 2-5, 10 
weeks). More infor-
mation to come!

March reading Madness! youth for 
understanding

national random Acts of kindness Observed on February 17th, National 
Random Acts of Kindness Day has grown in popularity each year. It is celebrated by individuals, groups and 
organizations nationwide to encourage acts of kindness. kindness matters!

Thanks to our amazing Hanawalt family, we were 
able to raise over $6,000 through the silent auction, 
and the sales of spirit wear, pizza, popcorn, and can-
dy! These funds go to support the PTA’s programs.
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A. Our fast car winners are:
1st: Lucas Kelly with vehicle “Dragon”
2nd: Hudson Kelly with vehicle “Bolt”
3rd: Isaiah LaMark with vehicle “Dat Tree Groot”

B. People’s Choice Award and the winners are:
1st: Caden Gahan “Catmobile” 
2nd (tie): Margo Green with “Rainbow Unicorn”
2nd (tie): Joseph Rial  “Racin Bacon”
3rd: Joel Chan  “Green Lantern”

On February 3, 77 colossal Pinewood Derby cars from 
the Cub Scouts of Pack 75 and Girl Scouts troops of 
Hanawalt raced off down the 35 foot track for the title 
of Fastest Car. A special thanks to the many adults 
who helped out with this super fun event!

A.

B.

youth for 
understanding



CALenDAr info
Every Friday: Coins for Creativity 
collected each Friday (3rd, 10th, 17th 
and 24th) to raise $ for ADITA
Feb. 10: Friendship Parties
Feb. 18: Baconfest! Volunteer op-
portunity for Hanawalt!
Feb. 21: PTA meeting 6:30-7:30
March : March Reading Madness
Junior Great Books program begins - 
before school (Grades 2-5, 
10 weeks)
March 23: Spring Pictures (casual)
March 31: Yearbook order deadline
April 3-7: Iowa Assessment testing 
for 3rd-5th graders
April 4: PTA Meeting 6:30-7:30
April 7: Parents’ Night Out  
Community Event
April 21: A Day in the Arts  
(ADITA) Volunteer opportunities 
will be available.
April 25: Kidstriders Victory Run in 
conjunction with the Drake Relays
May 1-5: Teacher Appreciation 
Week
May 8-18: MAP and FAST testing
May 9: PTA Meeting 6:30-7:30
May10-19: Fundraising for Kickball 
Game #2
May 19: Bloom Camp Relays Grades 
3-5. Volunteer opportunities may  
be available.
May 22: Fun Day Grade K-2. Volun-
teer opportunities may be available.
May 26: 5th Grade Celebration
May 30: Last Day! Noon dismissal

The  PTA 
weLCoMeS  

you!
Don’t miss the next 

PTA meeting!!!  

Tuesday, February 21

6:00 –7:30 p.m.  

in the Hanawalt art room.
There are numerous committees 
to get involved with! It’s a great 

way to build community and have 
a voice at our school. Join us at our 

next meeting Tuesday, Feb. 21, 
Hanawalt art room,  
6:30 – 7:30 p.m.

Anyone is also welcome to attend 
the PTA Executive team meeting 

with committee chairs beforehand, 
from 6:00-6:30 p.m. 

A DAy in The ArTS (ADiTA)
Don’t forget - A Day in the Arts is Friday April 21. The Sign Up  
Genius will be available soon. If you want to get a jump on  
volunteering for your child’s class. Spaces go quickly!
 
COINS for CREATIVITY ¢¢¢
Bring in your pocket change every Friday in February!
All coins collected go towards A Day in the Arts on April 21.  
Contact Megan Tempero at (515) 612.0183 or megtempero@gmail.com
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PArenTS 
nighT ouT
The Movie Night Auction is a sneak 

preview of the Parents Night Out event 

to be held later this spring. This evening 

out will be April 7th at the Waveland Golf 

Course. Net proceeds from both events 

will help the PTA support the school in a 

variety of ways including PTA programs 

and the purchase of more iPads for the 

classrooms. The Auction Committee is 

looking for volunteers to support the 

upcoming spring event. Please note that 

time commitments are NOT significant, 

and the leaders for this event could use an 

extra hand or two. Want to help?  

Contact Kate Byus at 

byus.kate@rrrealty.com | (515) 865-8216

 

projecting the future

         

Hanawalt
Elementary
School’s
Auction

2017


