
Families of children in Iowa schools, and concerned Iowa residents: 
 
This is a long email, but we feel it is worth the read.  This is an extremely immediate issue in Iowa that requires all of our 
attention today.  We summarize a variety of information sources in an attempt to spread the word and to inspire action. 
 Please read, act and forward to everyone you know in Iowa. 
 
Best, 
Heather Welch Puri 
Rose Green 
 
****************************************************************************************************************************************** 
 
What is going on with state funding for Iowa public schools? 
 
Historically, Iowa’s leaders have placed great value in the funding and education of our children. The funding increases of 
+10% per year allowed Iowa students to thrive, and our state to proudly claim the top spot for quality of education. 
 
However, today Iowa ranks 35th in the nation in terms of funding per pupil.  Unfortunately there are members in both our 
state government and state legislature who believe the 35th spot is sufficient, and they stubbornly stand by the proposed 
1.25% increase in education spending for the upcoming school year.  This meager increase is well below general inflation, 
and will not even allow Iowa districts to provide education at the same level they are at this year, let alone permit schools 
to make the necessary annual investment needed to bring the quality of education in Iowa back to the top. 
 
Iowa children are the future of our workforce, and will be the drivers of Iowa’s economy for years to come.  A commitment 
to education should be an easy way to attract and retain families in our great state.  We ask the state leadership to 
reconsider and make a more appropriate allocation by passing at least a +4% increase in state funding per pupil.  There is 
no better investment than the young minds of our future leaders. 
 
For more information, including key statistics:   http://www.uen-
ia.org/attachments/call%20to%20action/Call%20to%20Action%20School%20Funding%20Mar%206%202015.pdf 
 
Recent Register opinion article:  http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-
view/2015/03/12/branstad-lawmakers-negotiate-away-childrens-future/70188572/  
 
What can citizens of Iowa do? 
 
There are three action items listed below.  The first two you can do right from your computer, and will take you less than 5 
minutes. 
 
1. Sign this petition and share it with your networks, including social media: http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/invest-now-in-
iowas-future.  This is not a town-specific issue.  This is a state issue.  This funding proposal affects every single school 
district in Iowa. 
 
2  Email all legislators and the Governor today.  It is important that you email them all.  The Republicans support 1.25% 
and need to hear our opinions.  The Democrats support 4% and we need that to continue.  For your convenience, below 
is a link to a 1) sample letter to cut and paste into an email, and send (fill in the three blanks!) and, 2) a list of all 
representatives and senators that you can cut and paste into an email.  If your email is like mine, it won’t permit you to 
send one note to all 150 legislators.  I’ve grouped them in lists of 25 just in case.  
http://hanawaltcommunity.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Iowa-Legislature-Email-and-Contacts.pdf 
 
3. Join us on Wednesday, March 25th at 2:30pm to rally for funding at the Capitol. Students and their families in school t-
shirts with posters are welcome.  More details to follow. 
 
**Like and follow our activities on our Facebook page: Invest NOW in Iowa’s Future: Our Students 
https://www.facebook.com/iowastudentsiowasfuture/timeline 

 

http://www.uen-ia.org/attachments/call%20to%20action/Call%20to%20Action%20School%20Funding%20Mar%206%202015.pdf
http://www.uen-ia.org/attachments/call%20to%20action/Call%20to%20Action%20School%20Funding%20Mar%206%202015.pdf
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2015/03/12/branstad-lawmakers-negotiate-away-childrens-future/70188572/
http://www.desmoinesregister.com/story/opinion/columnists/iowa-view/2015/03/12/branstad-lawmakers-negotiate-away-childrens-future/70188572/
http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/invest-now-in-iowas-future
http://petitions.moveon.org/sign/invest-now-in-iowas-future
http://hanawaltcommunity.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/03/Iowa-Legislature-Email-and-Contacts.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/iowastudentsiowasfuture/timeline

