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From the Principal 
I want to again tell you how happy I am to be at Hanawalt this year. 
For those that don’t already know I moved here from North Carolina. 
I was an educator in North Carolina for 26 years. Of that time I served 
10 years as a principal in an elementary school. I moved here in July to 
be close to family. I have a son and daughter-in-law in Des Moines and 
another son who attends Boston University Law School. My husband, 
Gary, is still in NC but we hope he will be joining me here soon. 

School is off to a great start. There are many new initiatives this year 
at Des Moines Public schools. The district is focusing on teacher and 
student growth through the Marzano Instructional Framework. This 
framework includes elements and strategies to increase focus, rigor 
and student engagement. All of these goals are included in our School 
Improvement Plan. I will be going over the School Improvement Plan 
at the next PTA Meeting on September 8th. 

You may have heard your child talk about earning Shout Outs. We are 
starting something new this year. Students can earn a shout out for 
doing something positive. This could be modeling procedures, being 
kind to others, cleaning up, doing their best work, going above and be-
yond the normal expectations. The shout outs are given by the adults at 
school and go into a jar in my office. I will read these shout-outs at the 
morning and afternoon announcements. You can track our progress 
by checking out the bulletin board outside the music room. When we 
earn 600 Shout Outs as a school we will have a Positive Behavior Day. 
More information about this will come in future newsletters. 

My door is always open please call or come by if you have questions  
or concerns. 
Sincerely,

Kelly L. Schofield 
Kelly L. Schofield/Principal

 ★ September 2015

counseling 
corner Welcome back to 
a new school year! My name is Mrs. 
Mireles, and I am excited to see all of 
our returning students and welcome 
many new faces and their families to 
the Hanawalt community.
 
I can help you learn about school poli-
cies on behavior and attendance; know 
the school calendar of important dates 
and stay connected with the school 
in many other ways. You know your 
child best. It’s important to encourage 
your child’s expression of needs, hopes 
and frustrations. School counselors 
are trained to help your children.
 
Please feel free to call me at school to 
discuss resources available within and 
outside of the school, and get infor-
mation on how such programs can 
benefit your child. I can be a valuable 
partner in your child’s education and 
preparation for life beyond school.
 Mrs. Mireles, 
Mrs. Mireles, 
School Counselor/Dean of Students

 



The Scholastic  
Book Fair is back!
Join us Friday, October 2 from 

3:00-7:00ish. We’ll be open for the duration 

of the Hanawalt Block Party in the cafeteria. 

Come check out lots of new titles, including 

Minecraft, Diary of a Wimpy Kid and much 

more. If you are a parent or grandparent and 

would like to volunteer, we would love to have 

you join us! Please contact Melissa Stalvey  

for more information: (515) 491-4584  

or maj228@hotmail.com.
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kidstriders
The KidStriders program encourages 

students to run & walk, and be 

physically active. The students’ goal 

could be to run a marathon during the 

school year. Miles are logged at school 

and home, and if students complete 26 

miles by the end of March, they are  

invited to finish their last .2 miles at 

the Grand Blue Mile downtown next 

April. We plan to start KidStriders 

in late September until early April. 

Weather permitting, all students can 

run laps outside during their lunch 

recess on Mondays, Wednesdays & 

Fridays. When we move indoors for 

winter (typically in November), 3rd 

– 5th graders can run before school 

& the younger grades can run during 

lunch recess (in the gym).

 

It takes quite a crew of dedicated 

volunteers to make this program 

available at Hanawalt. We would love 

to have you on board with us! It’s 

rewarding for both you and the kids. 

Please contact us at your convenience 

for any questions or concerns, and/

or if you’d like to volunteer...you can 

help out as much or as little as your 

schedule allows. We need YOU! This  

is a position that can be co-chaired. 

For more information please contact, 

Wendy Van Haaften,  

wendyvh7@gmail.com.
 

j o i n u s★

Hanawalt Block Party
Friday, October 2

5:30 p.m. — 7:30 p.m.
Each fall, all Hanawalt families, staff and teachers are invited to celebrate the 

start of the school year with a  Block Party! We are turning up the fun this year 

to celebrate the arrival of many new students and teachers and staff!  There will 

be a variety of free, fun activities, including our favorite tradition - grade level 

races around our track! Dinner and snacks will be available for purchase.

     If you are interested in serving on the planning committee (a minor com-

mitment), please contact Rose Green, rosecgreen@yahoo.com, or Wendy 

Van Haaften, wendyvh7@gmail.com. A Sign Up Genius will be emailed a few 

weeks prior to the event for volunteers opportunities during the event. Keep an 

eye out!  We appreciate your help!

kindergarten parents:
Campus Portal activations codes to create your accounts will be sent home next 
Wednesday, September 9th. Thank you, Deb Hutton office Manager
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Hispanic Heritage MontH
The start of a new year of Spanish Club also coincides with the beginning of 

Hispanic Heritage Month! 

     ★ Hispanic Heritage Month, whose roots go back to 1968, begins each 

year on September 15, the anniversary of independence of five Latin Ameri-

can countries: Costa Rica, El Salvador, Guatemala, Honduras and Nicaragua. 

Mexico, Chile and Belize also celebrate their independence days during this 

period and Columbus Day (Día de la Raza) is October 12. Hispanics have 

had a profound and positive influence on our country through their strong 

commitment to family, faith, hard work, and service. They have enhanced 

and shaped our national character with centuries-old traditions that reflect 

the multi-ethnic and multicultural customs of their community. Check out 

these fun, family events in celebration of this special month!

World Food & Music Festival
Sunday, September 18-20 

The 2015 Festival will feature Cuisine from Around the World! Live Enter-

tainment & Cooking Demonstrations. $1 tastes/all entrees $5 or less

Saturday Fireworks/Free to attend

For more info: http://www.worldfoodandmusicfestival.org

Blank Park Zoo Monarch Festival
Sunday, September 20 (12:00 PM - 4:00 PM)

The Festival will highlight the miraculous migration of the monarch butterfly 

and will offer everything from traditional Mexican dancing, puppet shows, 

monarch tagging and habitat education to free seeds to start your own but-

terfly garden, crafts and activities and even a Bug Parade! Join us we cele-

brate the monarch’s journey from Canada, through Iowa, to the mountains of 

Mexico! Event will go on, RAIN or SHINE!

For more info: http://www.blankparkzoo.com  

Latino Heritage Festival 
Saturday, September 26 & Sunday, September 27

Walnut and Locust streets bridges, downtown Des Moines

    ★ The Latino Heritage Festival has grown to become one of the most 

widely attended cultural events in Iowa, with between 10,000 and 20,000 

people attending the two-day festival!

     ★ The festival for all ages includes various musical entertainment, danc-

ers, martial arts performers, a children’s area, Latin American foods, booths 

about the countries represented at the festival and more.

For more info: http://www.latinoheritagefestival.org

spanisH club
¡Hola Hanawalt! 
REGISTER ONLINE NOW!
Join us for another year of FUN learning 

Spanish with The Language Project!

WHEN? 30 week session starting  

Monday September 14, 3:05 — 4:05 p.m. 

Scholarships, variable payment  

options and discounts available. 

HOW DO I REGISTER? Online at 

www.languageprojectkids.

This year TLP is offering multiple ability 

levels for K-6 – so recycling, yes!;  

repetition, NO!

Step 1: Go to  

http://languageprojectkids.com.

Step 2: Click on the Green Tab to the 

right, enroll.

Step 3: Click on your state: Iowa-  

Academic Year Programs 2015/2016 

Step 4: Create an account 

Step 5: Find your school and  

appropriate level (Explorers for  

new students, Adventurers for  

returning students)

Step 6: Add to your cart using the 

purple plus (+) sign on the right and 

check-out when ready.*Payment options 

available at checkout.  

QUESTIONS? Contact Emily Bunting 

tlpmidwest@gmail. or your PTA amigas,  

Sarah Voss  sarah@vossintl.com, or Sarah 

Lohmeier sarah.lohmeier80@gmail.com. 

Scholarship information, contact  

Kelly Schofield   

Kelly.schofield@dmschools.org. w



From the PTA Co-Presidents
Welcome to the 2015-2016 school year at Hanawalt!  We hope you are 
as excited about the possibilities of this year as we are.  We would like 
to start by thanking everyone--students, staff, teachers & parents who 
make Hanawalt such a great place to learn!  We are truly privileged to 
have such a great school community for our children.

The PTA’s mission is to, “actively assist and support the education of 
the whole child through collaboration”…which means we need you!  
We encourage everyone to become involved in the Hanawalt commu-
nity in whatever way your talent (or let’s be honest…your schedule) 
allows. Please consider attending a PTA meeting as it is a great way to 
find out what opportunities are available, plus you get to have a voice at 
our school and meet lots of other parents!  If you aren’t able to attend 
a meeting but would like more information please e-mail us and we 
would be happy to help you get involved in a way that works for you 
and your family!

Wendy Van Haaften & Rachel Ford
Wendy Van Haaften & Rachel Ford 
PTA Co-Presidents

tHe  pta 
welcoMes  You!

There are numerous committees to get 
involved with! It’s a great way to build 

community and have a voice at our school. 
Next meeting is  

Tuesday, Oct. 13 at 6:00 p.m.  
in the Hanawalt library.

Wendy VanHaaften & Rachel Ford
Co-Presidents

Open
Co-Presidents Elect

Kristi Kiefer
Membership

Heather Puri
Treasurer

Danielle Roecker
Secretary

Julie Hahn & Carrie Naumann 
Communication

Kelly Carpenter & Kathy Marek
Teacher Liaisons 

Hanawalt pta 
Mission statement
An inclusive organization, 
Hanawalt PTA’s mission is  

to actively assist and  
support the education of 
the whole child through 

collaboration with parents, 
staff, and community.
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Hanawalt strives to 
be a model community 
of learning, educating 
the whole child with 
21st century skills while 
celebrating diversity  
and individualism.

 
Welcome back Hanawalt students! We are happy to see 
everyone and also some new faces at school this fall. 

In September, we have a few new items on the lunch menu. 
Look for Fruit Slushies, GrilledCheese Sandwiches,  
Gobbler Turkey Burgers, and a Fiesta Nacho Bowl with 
Black Bean Rice. We hope you like these new things and 
will try them. Remember to put a fruit and a veggie on 
your tray every day!

Hanawalt menus may be found at:  
http://dmschools.nutrislice.com/menu/hanawalt

froM tHe cafeteria: kitchen news

calendar info 
Picture Day – Thurs., October 8

PTA meetings – held 2nd Tuesday 

every month in the library, 6:00 pm. 

Next meeting: Tues., Oct. 13

Hanawalt Spirit Wear – available 

in late September/early October  

for purchase.

Chess Club – Starts Sept. 11. Held 

every Friday @ 7:15 AM in the Art 

Room #120. Please contact Christy 

Antoniou for details: 

Christy.antoniou@wellsfargo.com

Block Party Friday, October 2. 

5:30–7:30 pm.

No School Friday, Oct 23, (teacher 
development day)


