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From the Principal 
The staff of Hanawalt want to thank the many 
parents that made the 2015 Block Party a fun, 
successful and community building event. We 
appreciate the support you give us and the  
partnership in our goal of making Hanawalt the  
model of urban education! 
   In an effort to grow leadership habits in our students 
and prepare them for a successful future we will be 
talking with students about a couple of school wide 
leadership opportunities they can apply for  
this month.
   We will be forming a Principal Leadership Council. 
One student from each classroom will represent their 
class on the Council. This Council will meet monthly 
to discuss school issues, goals and problem solve to 
make our school a better place. These students will 
learn and model how using your voice can make 
positive change. 
   The other opportunity that will be available is 
Hallway Leader positions. This will be open to 4th 
and 5th grade students. Jobs will vary from Landing 
Leaders to Greeters. Students that model our HALLS 
behavior will be encouraged to apply. This team will 
receive ongoing training and support for their job. 
The Teacher Leadership team is also working on 
other school wide leadership roles for students. We 
feel growing leadership and self worth is important in 
supporting the positive culture of our school.

Kelly L. Schofield 
 Kelly L. Schofield/Principal

 ★ November 2015

  
kitchen news 
It’s hard to believe November is here along with those chilly, 
blustery fall days! This month, we will be serving a special 
meal on Thursday, November 12, in celebration of the  
Thanksgiving holiday. We will have chicken with traditional 
gravy for those who wish to chose that special entrée. The 
alternate choice will be a cheese chef salad. That day, everyone 
gets a golden roll with lunch. Thank you to all for your good 
manners and polite behavior in the lunch line. We appreciate 
being able to serve you!
See you in the lunch line!  —Miss Cindy and Miss Charlene

Cold weather is coming. Be sure to send your students to 
school dressed for the weather. We will try to go outside 
for recess as much as possible so we want everyone to have 
hats, gloves, and warm clothes so they can enjoy their 
outside time.
   During the school year your student may be screened 
for height and weight, hearing, dental, or vision. If you do 
not want your student to participate in any or all of these 
screenings be sure to let me know.
   As the flu and cold season gets into full swing please 
remind your student the importance of coughing or 
sneezing into their elbow. Please remind them also of the 
importance of good hand washing. We want everyone to 
stay as healthy as possible.
Thanks for all you do,

Sandy Willett Nurse Sandy (515) 242-8411

+ 
Notes from our Nurse
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kidstriders
On November 2, Hanawalt students 
raced into the KidStriders program. 
KidStriders is a goal-setting incentive 
program based around walking or 
running. Participation is voluntary and 
free. Encourage your child to join the fun!
Between now and April 14, 2016, 
your student can complete a marathon 
distance by walking or jogging to reach 
the cumulative total of 26 miles. Hanawalt 
organizes the sessions during recess and 
also offers before-school jogging  
for grades 3rd-5th. 
Schedule for student participation:
Mon. (2nd grade 12:00–12:25pm)
Tues. (3rd–5th grade 7:15–7:45 am)
     (1st grade 11:45 am–12:10pm)
Wed. (Kindergarten 10:20–10:55)
Thur. (3rd–5th grade 7:15–7:45 am)
     (4th grade 12:30–12:55 pm)
Fri.  (3rd grade 12:15–12:40 pm)
    (5th grade 12:40–1:05pm)
Your student will receive many 
incentives along the way- with a grand 
finale of walking the Grand Blue Mile in 
downtown Des Moines on Tuesday, April 
26, 2016.
Parents are welcome to join your child 
during the sessions and/or volunteer to 
help supervise the activity and track laps. 
Volunteer slots are assigned in SignUp 
Genius. For more information and to 
volunteer, go to your account at:  
www.signupgenius.com
Thank you,
John Baker, Physical Education Director
Questions to KidStriders Program 
Coordinators: Zac Voss (515) 202-2700  
& Erica Holland (515) 289-6263

thanks to all 
that came to 
the skate party!
It was a fun night for our Hanawalt family!

Box tops The fall Box Tops for 
Education collection is underway!  Start looking 
for those pink Box Tops on food and other 
product packages. Collecting them is an easy 
way to earn money for the stuff our teachers 
and kids need at Hanawalt. We get 10 cents for 
each Box Top collected. Last year, we raised $700, and this year’s goal is 
$1000. This is free money, and all we have to do is clip and save!
     Information letters and collection sheets were distributed to all 
students on 09/30 (look for the bright orange paper!).  Ask your parents, 
grandparents, neighbors, and friends to help you collect Box Tops, and 
get that sheet filled with as many Box Tops as you can. 
     Be sure to put your name and your teacher’s name on the sheet, since 
there will be prizes for the most Box Tops collected! Then, just drop it into 
the PTA mailbox in the lobby. Our deadline for the fall collection is 10/30. 
But, don’t stop collecting after that date, because there will be another 
collection in the spring. Just keep collecting, and help us reach our goal.
Let’s do everything we can to make this year’s collection a success! 
Thanks for your help!
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cultural corNer 
November Happenings In November we 

recognize Native American Heritage 
Month, in which we pay tribute to the 
rich ancestry and traditions of Native 
Americans.

Keep an eye out for some wonderful 
projects from the art studio related to this 

month of recognition! 2nd graders will be making a game 
with sticks that the Native American Woodland tribes 
played; 5th graders will also do some Native American 
symbol study and connect it to symbols used in today’s 
media; and 4th graders will be making territory markers, 
used in nomadic tribes to mark ownership. In honor of 
the Día de los Muertos (Day of the Dead), 3rd graders will 
be creating with tooled foil - a centuries-old art, common 
to Mexico and South America. This festival is celebrated 
annually in Mexico and other Spanish speaking countries 
in Latin America between October 31st and November 
2nd. During this period, they fondly honor and celebrate 
the lives of friends and family who have passed away.
 Next month: An interview with Hanawalt’s new Somali 
parent ambassador, Issa Abdinoor!
Cultural events
November 3, 2015: Soweto Gospel Choir at the Civic 
Center. 10am show time, tickets can be purchased at             
 www.desmoinesperformingarts.org

spaNish cluB update
¡Hola Hanawalt! Spanish Club is up and running and 
our estudiantes have already learned all kinds of useful 
language in class with our profesoras – Maria, Cyrie and 
Jordyn. As well as reviewing greetings and introductions, 
they have been talking about parts of the body and 
saying how they feel. Perhaps some handy things to know 
as we enter the cold and flu season!
 
You may also have spotted some signs labeling parts of 
the school in Spanish, evidence of a scavenger hunt that 
Spanish Club did earlier this month! They had a lot of 
fun seeking out spots to label. ¡Gracias amigos!
 
It’s not too late to sign up for Spanish Club! Don’t forget 
that in addition discounts for siblings, DM Schools staff, 
members of the military, parent volunteers and more, 
TLP also offers need-based scholarships! Please contact 
Emily Bunting (tlpmidwest@gmail.com) for more info! 
 
Introducing….Profe Maria
 ¡Hola! Mi nombre es Maria Regalado. I have been 
teaching for five years and have a special passion for 
working with children and teaching language. As well 
as teaching for The Language Project, I also have the 
privilege of teaching our elementary and preschool aged 
kids every Sunday at our family’s church.
 
Growing up I was very fortunate to have both English 
and Spanish spoken in my home. I also have been able 
to experience two different cultures. My mother is from 
the United States and my Father is from Mexico. Some 
of my favorite memories growing up are of our trips to 
Jalisco, Mexico. If you have ever seen a big “sombrero” or 
heard or enjoyed “mariachi” music you can give thanks 
to Jalisco, Mexico for that!
 
In my free time I teach English as a second language, and 
enjoy reading and taking walks with my four daughters. 
I am so happy to be able to share the Spanish language 
with our Hanawalt students. I look forward to a great 
year of learning and fun!
 

Do you have gently used  
coats, mittens, hats or boots? 
Please consider donating them to Hanawalt. We 
are also always in need of new socks, underwear, 
sweatpants, and leggings. Please drop them off with 
nurse Sandy or contact:
Daneal Johnson   danealj@gmail.com
Jaimee Nicolino   samowen@q.com  
Nurse Sandy   sandra.willett@dmschools.org

coat closet
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From the PTA Co-Presidents  
Greetings Hanawalt Families! As the weather gets colder our thoughts have 
turned to Thanksgiving and we’d like to take this issue of the Hanwalt Herald 
to express our thankfulness to those who are helping to make this 2015-2016 
school year GREAT! The Block Party/BookFair was a HUGE success! We had 
our biggest BookFair yet, with over $3500 in sales. A big thank you to everyone 
who organized, worked and bought books at the Book Fair! Throughout the 
year the money from the Book Fairs help to buy books for the library, individual 
classrooms and students that could use more books. We’d also like to thank 
everyone that organized and helped work the Block Party, and especially our 
very dedicated teachers, Ms. Bell, Mrs. Linebaugh, Mrs. Miller, Mrs. Grady, 
Mrs. Esch, Mrs. Carpenter, Mrs. Tyler, Mrs. Hesse and Ms. Killins that braved 
the dunk tank in the cold! And we definitely don’t want to forget those that help 
us on a regular basis such as our treasurer Heather Welch Puri, our secretary 
Danielle Roecker and all the amazing committee chairs that organize events 
and opportunities for our Hanawalt students. We’d like to encourage everyone 
to take a minute to look at the committee page on our Hanawalt PTA website 
(hanawaltcommunity.org) and see all the wonderful opportunities that those 
volunteers make available for our Hanawalt students. Please consider taking 
a moment to thank those committee chairs whether it be in person, sending a 
thank you card or a quick e-mail. And if you are new to Hanawalt this year and 
don’t have a directory from last year let us know and we’d be happy to help you 
get the information you need to thank a committee chair! 

—Wendy Van Haaften & Rachel Ford
Wendy Van Haaften & Rachel Ford 
PTA Co-Presidents

the pta 
welcomes 

You!
Don’t miss the next PTA meeting!!!  

5th grade music students will be 

performing for the next PTA meeting. 

Tuesday, November 10

6:00 –7:30 p.m.  

in the Hanawalt cafeteria.

caleNdar iNfo 
Nov. 5 – Thursday, 
ALL GRADES! Girl 
Scout Founders Day 
Celebration.  

3:00–4:30 Art Room.
Nov. 10 – Tuesday, PTA meeting 
6:00-7:30pm. Weitz Commons 
(cafeteria).
Nov. 11 – Veteran’s Day. Thank you 
for your service! Hug a vet today!
Nov 12. – Picture Retake Day.  
8:30-10:30 am
Nov. 25-27 – No school  
November 25 to November 27.  
Happy Thanksgiving!

haNawalt’s 
weBsite
www.hanawaltcommunity.com, 
is a great place to find information 
on the latest school events, news, 
and volunteer opportunities.

 

calliNg all 5th 
grade pareNts!
We need your students pictures for our 
Fifth grade graduation party. You can loan 
us hard copies by putting them in the PTA 
mailbox addressed to 5th grade graduation 
or email them to Kristin or Sara. We need a baby picture for each student 
and photos of the kids from kindergarten until now. Group photos are 
important. Thanks for your help! 

Questions about the party to Sara Harrington sharrington31@gmail.com,  
or Kristin (Jones) Engman, kristinmariejones@yahoo.com.


