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From the PTA President
Dear Hanawalt Families,
Research performed at the Center for Public Education confirms that parent 

involvement CAN make a difference in a child’s education. So how can 

Hanawalt parents become more involved?

     ★ Communicate with your child– Talk with your student about 

what he learned in school that day. Ask about the high and low points of  

her day. Sit down together and discuss any school work or projects that  

are brought home.

     ★ Communicate with your child’s teacher – Email or call your 

child’s teacher if you have any questions or concerns about your child’s 

report card or any assignment that comes home. Attend parent-teacher 

conferences and see firsthand what’s going on in your child’s classroom. 

Discuss ways that you can reinforce learning and good habits at home.

Attend school events as well as PTA, grade level or other informational 

meetings – Attend the family movie night coming up in January. Come to 

the monthly PTA meetings.  Meet other parents!

     ★ Volunteer – Join one of the many committees that work to support 

and enrich the learning experiences of all students at Hanawalt. Check out 

and sign up for volunteer opportunities on the HanawaltCommunity.com 

website. Share your time and talents with Hanawalt students! 

 

Happy Holidays! We wish everyone a happy, healthy and safe winter 

break, and we look forward to seeing you in 2017!

Sincerely,

Heather Welch Puri (PTA President)

 ★ December 2016

 Calendar info 
Dec. 5 – 4th & 5th Grade Winter Concert
4th - 5:30pm Call Time/ 5:45pm Concert
5th- 6:15pm Call Time/ 6:30pm Concert

Dec. 13 – PTA meeting: 6:30-7:30pm in 

the Hanawalt library (PTA Exec/Commit-

tee Chairs to meet 6:00-6:30pm)

Dec. 16 – 2nd & 3rd grade Nutcracker 

Field Trip

Dec. 21 – 5th Grade Capital Square  

Field Trip 11:30am -12:00pm 

Dec. 21 – Book Swap

Dec. 23 – Jan. 2 Winter Break

Jan. 10 – PTA meeting

Jan. 13 – End of 1st Semester

Jan. 16 – Martin Luther King Jr Day  

of Observance (no school)

Jan. 27 – Movie Night and Book Fair

Chess Club – Every Friday at 7:30 am

Thank you! Many thanks to all 

of the volunteers who helped Mr. 

Baker with the Fall Fitness Testing 

Oct 7th  - 11th! ~ Sarah Lohmeier, 

Vicki Sehgal, Rachel & Nick Ford, 

Thomas Finley, Beth Brinsfield, 

Christy McCoy, Tony DeLancey, Missy 

Wolnerman and Heather Welch Puri. 
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               news from nurse sandy
The cold and flu season is upon us. 

Here are a few tips that hopefully will 

keep us as healthy possible:

1. WASH YOUR HANDS:  
I can’t emphasize this enough. It is our 

best defense against spreading germs.

2. Get plenty of rest. Children 

should have between 9 and 11 hours 

of sleep per night.

3. Eat healthy meals and drink 

plenty of fluids.

4. Keep your children home if 

they are running a temperature over 

101 degrees. They should be fever 

free for 24 hours without the use 

of Tylenol or ibuprofen before they 

return to school.

5. Children should stay 
home if they are vomiting or having 

diarrhea. They should be symptom 

free for about 24 hours before they 

return to school and should be able to 

tolerate food.

6. Please keep them home if 

they have any unexplained rashes.

7. Children should stay 
home if they have a bad cold or 

cough that would make it difficult for 

them to learn.

8. Remember to send coats, 

hats, and mittens to school with your 

students. We will be having outdoor 

recess. Have a healthy winter season 

and remember to call the school  

by 8:30 am if your child is going  

to be absent.

Sandy Willett (515) 242-8411

spanish Club updaTe This has been a busy 

semester for our Spanish Club! Our Explorers (K-2) and Musketeers (3-5) meet 

weekly on Mondays after school. Our experienced profesoras Silvia and Randa 

guide students as they explore the language through role playing, playing games and 

singing songs, and provide online activities and ideas for practice at home.

So far this semester we’ve been reviewing greeting one another and introducing 

ourselves; talking about our likes and dislikes; describing ourselves and things 

around us; counting; talking about how we’re feeling and where things are around 

the house. ¡Bien hecho, estudiantes! Good work, students!

Remember that successful language acquisition depends upon practice 

and bringing the language and culture alive outside the classroom. You can help 

your student grow in confidence and knowledge by practicing words and phrases 

they are learning, trying out a few words when at a Hispanic restaurant or in the 

company of Spanish speakers, checking out bilingual books at the Des Moines 

Public Library, attending cultural events that celebrate Hispanic cultures, or just 

looking out for signs in Spanish around town. Even if you don’t study Spanish, have 

a go and don’t be afraid of making mistakes - that’s how we learn! Want to join 

Spanish Club? Enrollment is ongoing! For more information please contact Emily 

(centraliowa@languageprojectkids.com), chat with Sarah Voss (sarah@vossintl.com), 

or check out TLP’s website (www.languageprojectkids.com).

Learning other languages and understanding the culture of the people who 

speak them is a 21st Century skill that is vital to success in the global environment 

in which our students will live and work. For more info on why language learning 

is so important for our kids, visit The American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages (www.actfl.org). If you’d like to serve on the PTA committee to help 

develop our language club, please contact Sarah Voss (sarah@vossintl.com).

The holiday season is upon us! Do you know that many different holidays 

are celebrated during this period? In addition to Thanksgiving in November, the 

widely celebrated Christmas and Hanukkah (the Jewish Festival of Lights) in late 

December, Kwanzaa honors African heritage in African-American culture, and is 

observed from December 26 to January 1; Bodhi Day is a festival that celebrates 

Buddha’s enlightenment and takes place on December 8; and Pancha Ganapati is a 

modern Hindu festival that honors Ganesha, from December 21 to 25.

Calling all Hawk families! We invite you to share a special activity or family 

tradition that you do during the winter season.We all celebrate and spend holidays 

in unique ways. Sharing traditions allows us to learn both about our own heritages 

and that of other Hanawalt friends! Snap a photo, share a recipe, draw a picture or 

write a few lines describing your tradition & drop it in the PTA mailbox anytime 

before Winter break. We will include some in our newsletter in the new year! You 

can put it in the PTA mailbox or email it to hanawaltambassadors@gmail.com.

★

★

★

★

★



3

fall MusiC evenTsWhy practice the 7 habits?
Dr. Stephen Covey’s bestselling book, The 7 Habits for 

Highly Effective People, was published in 1989 but its 

effects continue to ripple through time. His words have 

positively affected the lives of countless individuals and 

continues to touch those that read or hear them. The 

core concepts and ideas have expanded into the realm 

of education, and evolved into the Leader in  

Me program. The 7 Habits, as well as the Leader in Me, 

focuses on three key areas: 

     ★ independence
     ★ interdependence
     ★ Continuous improvement 
The first three Habits focus on the individual and 

growing their leadership and self-monitoring. These 

habits are critical as we move into the next three Habits 

and their focus on how we interact with each other.

Hanawalt is committed to developing leaders within 

our school, and the Leader in Me, and 7 Habits is a means 

by which this can be accomplished. It serves as an 

overarching framework that allows students to both 

learn about, and practice, leadership. At Hanawalt, we 

believe that each student has the potential to grow and 

develop as both a learner and a person. The knowledge, 

skills and attitudes infused within the Leader in Me 

framework directly align themselves with the vision 

and mission of Hanawalt Elementary. The goal of 

working through the Seven Habits, and the Leader in 

Me, is ultimately to create responsible, independent, 

confident, respectful, flexible,  

open-minded, organized, 

synergistic and creative 

students, who can 

demonstrate these  

qualities in their school 

and community.  

4th & 5th Grade Winter Concert
Monday, December 5th 

The finished product of several weeks of hard work is a 

group activity,which culminates in a performance. All 

students are expected to fulfill their obligation to the rest of 

the group by participating in the concert.

4th Grade- 5:30pm Call Time/ 5:45pm Concert

5th Grade- 6:15pm Call Time/ 6:30pm Concert

 

2nd & 3rd Grade Nutcracker Field Trip
Friday, December 16th

The Civic Center of Greater Des Moines will be hosting a 

performance of “The Nutcracker Ballet” by the Iowa Dance 

Theatre. This is a wonderful authentic opportunity for your 

child to experience the local fine arts of Des Moines.

 

5th Grade Capital Square Field Trip
Wednesday, December 21th 11:30-12:00pm

Fifth grade students will travel Downtown for a 

performance in the Capital Square building. The winter 

performance will last about thirty minutes over the lunch 

hour. Students will then enjoy lunch as a group. Hanawalt 

parents and guests are welcome to attend the performance 

and lunch with the students.

 

All-School Sing Along/TBD
Hanawalt staff and students
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hanawalt pTa 
Mission statement
An inclusive organization, 
Hanawalt PTA’s strives to 

actively assist and support 
the education of the whole 
child through collaboration 

with parents, staff and  
the community.

At  
hanawalt,  

our mission is to be a 
community of leaders 
and learners striving  

to achieve our  
full potential.

a big shouT ouTto all the parents that helped support 

our teachers and staff by bringing in dishes for the teacher luncheon. Those 

efforts are truly appreciated.

new path in retirement
If you are one of the people who crosses Grand to get 

to Hanawalt, you may have noticed we have a new 

crossing guard – and he can teach you more than how 

to cross the street safely! Dr. Tom Mueller retired in 

2015 from his position as microbiology professor and 

associate dean at Des Moines University. There, just 

like on our corner, he was a favorite among students 

and known for his funky neckties. A true teacher - 

even in his retirement, he continues to guide young 

minds along their paths! Hanawalt welcomes Dr. Tom!

The pTa 
WelCoMes you!

Tuesday, December 13

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.  
There are numerous committees to 

get involved with! It’s a great way to 
build community and have a voice at 

our school. Join us at our next meeting 
Tuesday, Dec. 13, Hanawalt library,  

6:30 – 7:30 p.m.
Anyone is also welcome to attend the 

PTA Executive team meeting with 
committee chairs beforehand, from 

6:00-6:30 p.m. 

Hanawalt’s Winter Book Swap! 
Here’s how it works:

Bring in a gently used book from home that you’re done with and put it in 
the book swap basket in your classroom the week of December 12th. On 

Book Swap day, all students can choose a new book to take home!

Dates to remember:
Friday, Dec 16: Last day to put your gently used 
books in the book swap baskets
Wednesday, Dec 21: Hanawalt Book Swap day!
 
No worries if you don’t have a book to bring in….the Book 
Swap will have extras!

a WarM
WelCoMe
to Samantha Jones-Tweedy who is 

our new Art Teacher!  
#Hanawaltcares

Kindness matters. 
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